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CAPILANO MATCH REPORT, SATURDAY, MARCH 6/2010

A spirited group of Capilano's travelled to Victoria to take on Velox.  Over the last few years these clubs have had some gargantuan battles and today was no exception.  The Caps started the season with four teams and over one hundred players.  The injury bug has hit them though, and today some of the guys had to do double duty as two more premier starters went down. 

First Division Report. 

Capilano won the 1st Division game 47-29 in a shootout.  Caps looked strong coming out of the gate and have some very speedy backs that can and no doubt will see senior action.  Mike Sandrin opened the scoring for Caps his first of two tries.  Jason Wilson a backrow forward playing center did some hard running,  and caps Gord Sawyers scored the second try showing a great burst of speed.  Nick Belmar crashed through the centers to score for Caps. Later Nick scored again on a chip kick ahead by scrumhalf Chris Robinson.  Belmar gathered in the ball and touched down.  Robinson also scored a nice try on a dummy and contributed with several conversions. Levi Brodland scored a great try after coming on as reserve late in the game.  Velox did not get going until late in the game,  but showed some scoring punch also.  They were the better team in the last 15 minutes and scored some nice tries to narrow the gap.  This Cap First Division team has the potential to go far,  but needs to put in 80 minutes of rugby.  They scored early and took the foot off the gas.  A full 80 minute performance is needed.
Premier Game Report.
Caps did not like getting shutout at home by James Bay.  To say that the Capilano supporters are not happy with rugby Canada sending one of their players to Wales and another to James Bay is an understatement!  Capilano is a club that prides itself in developing players and building a first class rugby facility.  If the league is to improve, the Lower Mainland Clubs need to field the players that they have developed.  If players go professional that is one thing, but rugby Canada should not interfere with club rugby!  Now that I have got that off my chest on with the report. 
 Both these teams have respect for each other and always play hard when they meet.  Both teams were missing some key players due to injuries but that's all part of rugby.  Caps opened the scoring with two penalty kicks, slotted in by Dave Hilborn.  Capilano had a large territorial advantage in the first half but ferocious tackling by Velox prevented several potential scoring opportunities.  Caps lost winger Tony Weller early in the game and then young Canada player Jeff McKinnon had to be replaced.  Capilano's first try came after Brady Carpenter found space and made a long run.  Glen McKinnon finished it off for the major score.  This brought the score to 11-0 for the visitors.  The first half went on and on.  We believe it was 49 minutes.  Despite reminders from the assistant referee, the game continued.  Maybe the visiting referee was having too much fun, but for whatever reason this was the longest half I have ever witnessed.  The first half also had a lot of aerial ping pong with both teams kicking back and forth.  
The second half saw Velox get back into the game.  The home team looked like scoring under the posts, but a knockon prevented the score.  Velox number 11, Dale Grimston, was binned for some niggle in the second half,  but Caps weren't able to take advantage.  Caps did score score a try after some hard work by the pack.
 James Hansen, a Kiwi new arrival, scored.  Hansen was inserted in the game to replace Mckinnon and had already played the entire First Division match.  The conversion by Hilborn made the score 18-0.  Velox pushed back into Cap territory and Caps were called offside.  Velox ran the ball then mauled it in from the 22 meter line to bring the score to 18-5.  Velox were coming on and nearly scored again but for a saving tackle by Cap fullback Dave Hilborn who stopped what looked like a sure try.  Velox did score late in the game and with the conversion the final score was 18-12 The home team managed a hard won bonus point and The Capilano’s got the 4 point victory.  Caps next opponent is Burnaby Lake.
Report by John Langley.
