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CAPILANO MATCH REPORT SATURDAY, MARCH 20/2010

CdI Premier League Cowichan 17   Capilano 24
CDI First Division Cowichan 5   Capilano 36

A large and confident band of Capilano RFC players and a few supporters visited the beautiful Cowichan Valley on Saturday.  Cowichan RFC is going through a rebuilding phase and the old stands had to be demolished to make way for two rugby pitches across their property.  When the project is complete, Cowichan will boast a wonderful rugby facility.  We wish them well in this endeavour.  Cowichan is a proud club and is very well supported by the local community. The club is similar to Capilano in many ways in that they develop most of their own players and have many active volunteers that help the club prosper.  

In the First Division game, the young Cowichan side was in tough against the undefeated Capilano’s.  Cowichan tried hard to keep in the game and perhaps kicked too much when they had possession of the ball.  Connor Watt opened the scoring for Caps finishing a break through by Craig Yates.  The conversion by Chris Robinson was good and the score was 7-0.  The Piggies looked like they might answer back but kicked ahead, and Caps downed the ball in the in goal area.  Both teams were guilty of handling errors, and several promising runs were stopped in both directions.  On other occasions, the Caps were halted by infractions blown against them by the referee.  They were also having trouble winning their own line outs.  Despite these problems, the Capilano’s were the stronger team. Despite these problems, a backline move had the ball smartly out to Mark Sandrin who broke through to score the second try.  The attempt by Robinson struck the upright and Caps went into half-time with a 12-0 lead.  In the second half Mike McDonald scored on a nice movement and some hard running by Sam Lanigan.  The conversion was missed and the score was 17-0.  Craig Yates struck next after a charged down kick was gathered and taken in for the score which now stood as 24 - 0.  Cowichan answered back with a well deserved try to get them on the board.  However, Capilano’s maintained the upper hand and as the second half progressed, Chris Robinson did one of his dummy moves to raise the score to 31 -5 for the Caps.  Craig Yates concluded the scoring with a try scored  from a scramble and the game ended at 36-5 for the visitors. 

The Premier Game was much tighter.  Cowichan have scared several teams this half and came out with their guns blazing!  The locals urged their players on throughout the contest and tried to assist the referee as well.  Cowichan opened the scoring, They got a break on a partially blocked kick and took the ball to the corner for the try.  The convert was unsuccessful, but Cowichan had taken the lead.  The Caps battled back though and the Capilano scrum began pounding away at the young piggies.  Tom Switzer, a late replacement for the injured Christoph Strubin, scored the equalizer on a short hard run and managed to touchdown with two piggies hanging onto him.  Dave Hilborn missed the conversion and the score was five each.  Caps Akio Tyler came very close to intercepting a Cowichan pass and would likely have scored, but he knocked the ball in the air and an alert piggy stepped into him so he couldn`t gather in the rebound.  Tyler was moved to center after starter Nick Trenkle went down with a knee injury.  Tyler played very hard and as one of the piggy reserves commented, was a horse!  Both teams traded knockons, but generally both teams handled well and played good hard rugby throughout the very entertaining match.  Levi Brodland, who came on for Trenkel, made an excellent run and got into the in goal area but was held up by the excellent tackling of Cowichan.  Nick Belmar scored a great try for Caps shortly after as the visitors continued pressuring the piggies.  The conversion was missed and the score stood at 10-5.  Caps scored again this time by young halfback Matt Yanagiya.  Matt is not a large man but runs very hard and plays similar to Canada Sevens star Phil Mack.  The conversion by Hilborn was good and the score was 17-5 for the visitors. It was a very fast and entertainingrugby. As play continued, Caps tried to pin Cowichan deep in their end, but a fine run by Kyle Geach got the piggies out of trouble.   Cowichan was coming on and would not give up the fight.  Caps were penalized in their end for not releasing, and Cowichan opted for a scrum.  A blindside play worked very well and Cowichan made the score 17-10. The game was now close again and the Cowichan faithful urged their team on.  Not surprisingly, due to the fierce nature of the game, there was some rough stuff, but the referee who had great control of the game spoke to the Captains and did not resort to his pocket.  Caps were again attacking and the ball went to Grant Davidson.  Grant has been playing very well and has the size and body of a classic prop.  Unfortunately, he went down awkwardly and broke his leg.  The game was stopped for about one half hour while and ambulance was called.  The Capilano training staff with the assistance of some Cowichan supporters did a great job in making Grant as comfortable as possible, and then getting him into the ambulance.  Thank you to all of those involved!

  Both teams went into their dressing rooms for a well deserved rest.  Upon resumption of play, Caps managed to push Cowichan off their ball and get possession.  A well organized maul took the ball near the Cowichan goal line.  Scrum half Yanagiya squeezed through a gap for what Caps thought would make a comfortable lead.  The piggies though had other ideas, and as a result of great anticipation intercepted a Capilano movement and scored.  The conversion, by Kiwi Andrew Wood who was a standout all day, narrowed the gap to 7.  Caps managed to kill off the remaining minute or so on the clock and leave with a bonus point win, 24-17.  The Piggies receive a bonus point for their hard played effort, and we wish them well for the rest of the season.  
The after game beer was as always a great event in the log clubhouse and a chance to renew old friendships.  The ferry trip back was very quiet and, as one of the Cap players commented, was the most boring return trip ever!
        
Report by John Langley.








IM on the go with Messenger on your phone. Try now.
