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Caps Go 5 for 5 on Opening Weekend: Premier 43-7 Over UBC


by Craig Slay
posted Feb 7 2010

Let the games begin, and for the rugby junkies who has waited months to get their fix it couldn’t have come soon enough or arrived on a more perfect day. 

The Capilano RFC having had a great success with their under 23 development approach in the first half have gone back to fielding four teams. The depth of the club has never been deeper and the club is looking to surpass the success they had last year as a club. With four teams making the playoffs last year it will be tough act to beat. 

The Girl’s second team officially got the first win of the weekend when Burnaby had problems fielding a second team and made the phone call to the Capilano club on Friday night bowing out of the first game. The first games of the year saw the Men’s teams all on the road and spread out from Abbotsford to UBC and points in between. The 3rd division Gold team had to travel to Abbotsford where the report says that after a very good game the Capilanos took home the first win of the year 15-10 under sunny skies and 15 degree temperatures (yes for those that are living east of the Rockies even the mosquitoes are enjoying the weather here).

The Capilano Black third division side had a very interesting fixture against SFU up at the University. SFU who have just removed themselves from the "Province Wide" 1st division to re-build / re-structure themselves in third division went up on the Caps quickly and caught the Caps in a spot they are not use to. The Caps clawed back and were patient and eventually came up with the win but only just 24-23. 

On the other side of the GVRD the Caps lined up against UBC. UBC has had some bad luck with injuries to the more senior players. Some of these injuries happened while the players were with the BC Bears. Some might say the Caps second team is stacked as today saw 7’s players Gord Sawyer and Spencer Baker both start on the wings for the North Shore club. UBC’s defense was very good and held the Caps in check much of the game but eventually the Caps team found its stride and tallied on the points finishing 65-8. 

The Premier side playing at the stadium struck first opting for the 3 points from a UBC infraction. The first try was by Brady Carpenter who crossed over to the opposite wing looking for ball it was very nice to see Brady back at the sport having taken a couple years off while he played Football at SFU. Also returning after a similar break was Nick Trenkel who ran in down the same wing 35 meters which took the Capilanos into the break holding on to a score of 15-0 

Off the kick off the Caps proceeded to camp inside UBC’s 22 meter line. For the following ten minutes they saw two tries held up according the Ref. There were numerous knock-ons and forward passes but UBC could not clear the ball and eventually Glen Mckinnon punched it over from the base of a ruck. Soon after UBC kicked it off, a very smart UBC player noticed that the ball had come out of a ruck. He picked it up and was gone 35 meters down the side line untouched. Most of the Caps stood there waiting for the whistle which never came and UBC was back in the game 22-7. 

That would be all UBC had in them today as the Caps would then step it up a notch and start to filter in the five fresh subs who had not played in any previous games. The next try saw a preview of tomorrow's Super Bowl as Craig McClaren in an effort for quick ball to the backs snapped a huge ball between his legs right on target and Brady Carpenter ran in for his second try of the day and the Caps were ahead 29-7. 

Fullback Dave Hillborne whose kicking was very on form was rewarded with a beauty try right between the centres and the final try was by super sub Chuck Anderson to give the Caps a final score of 43-7 and a great start to the year.
