Caps Top Ravens in Premier Action 31-11


Week three of the Spring BCRU schedule and the bookies freshly back from gambling lessons in Las Vegas while taking in the 7's are starting to feel good enough to give odds on who will win and by how much. Well starting with the third division although the overall scores are not in as of yet I will wager that there are three teams or clubs that remain without a loss in the 13 team league. 

The Capilano club has entered two teams in this 3rd division league instead of the BCRU "province wide 1st division" . This can pose logistical problems to most clubs as one might find themselves in four locations at any given week. This week the Capilano Black played in Maple Ridge and although I don't have a report it is my understanding that they managed a 29-9 Victory. Both third teams played one team clubs which also can be loaded as far as teams go. The Capilano gold side took on the Kats club who has won more provincial titles than almost all other clubs in its club history. With the youth of the Caps and the fast pace they are able to play at today the aging Kats just didn't have it in them. The Caps scored two tries with in the first ten minutes. Kelvin Stephans still one of the best hookers in the BCRU had problems with his sets and when Mark Aplas had to leave the fields the Ref had little choice but to go to no push scrums as the Kats had no front row reserves. Someone from the Kats said the team thought the refs ruling on no push also applied to rucks and mauls but the Kats did stop the Capilanos and the game Sat at 14-0 for the longest time and then with but a few minutes left the tired legs of Stephens, Bental and company let the Caps slip in two more tries just near the final whistle. Final score 24-0

Today must have been one of the best days weather wise for any Feb 20th in history. There was a little boy from Calgary who I heard ask his Father "can we move here". It was explained that he would have to give up his back yard skating rink but I think he was all good with that and to him it wasn't much of a factor in his wish to move. 

The Ravens coaching staff has been working harder off the field than on it seems and they have recruited the best second team the club has had in the last ten years for sure and some say since 1972. Either way it is great to see them not only compete at this level but go for the win. They had to play with one less athlete today as long time star Eugene Soga was sidelined with a broken leg. Tim O'Brien coach of the Capilano second team is still juggling his side during the Olympics and his team came out slow to start but as the game moved on the players took more of a offensive posture. They were up early with a 3-0 score and then moved up to 15-0 with a great conversion that hit the goal post but bounced in. The Ravens got to the Capilano goal line several times in the first half but for one reason or another were not turning these visits into points. Eventually they crossed the Cap goal line. Ram Bowman used his gift from God and battered his body across the Ravens line to add to the Capilano scoring. Super Sub who had played for Neath in the day , Greg Jones, was a huge welcome to the Capilano side. Perhaps it was the sun hitting his head just right but he seemed to be all over the field and added a lot of life at the right moments to the Caps who had a much improved game over last and the scoreline showed it. Final was 37-15 for the North Shore club. 

The Premier side started off much where it finished last week as it lacked something. What that something is no one could quite put a finger on but the flair the Caps often have just wasn't there. The score at the half was 3 all. 

Soon after the second half kick-off things changed and changed in a big way. 

Was it the Red Bull the Caps had at the half, the coaches speech? Almost off the kick the Caps had a fast lineout and Nick Trenkel with perfect timing sent fullback Dave Hillborn away up through the centres and after a good fifty meters Dave HIllborn passed it out to his two supporters and Cody Buchamer scored in the corner to put the Caps up 10-3 . The Caps got back to the quick ball and were able to catch the Ravens several times with this. The South African centre of the Ravens had a problem he let be known with a referee's call and found himself watching the game from the in goal area. On the very next play Nick Trenkel hit the hole where the 13 should have been and after a long run added more hurt to the score. The Ravens got one try and the Caps final try came out wide while the Ravens wing was being treated for blood. 

Final score 31-11

It should be noted that the Caps do charge a cover but parking is free. Perhaps today in the warm sun the covered grandstands and facilities that the Caps are still paying for are not such a factor but on a cold wet day that covered grandstand and warm clubhouse is a bargain to sit at to watch a game at $5.00 a person.
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