
CAPILANO  R.F.C. MATCH REPORT, Saturday, October 31.2009

VRU Elite Division
Burnaby   12
Capilano  43
VRU First Divison
Burnaby     0
Capilano  80
VRU Third Division
Burnaby   12
Capilano 37
Today, on paper, was a very big day of rugby for the boys from the North Shore. The Burnaby Lakers in Third Division sat in third place with a four and one record. Burnaby in First Division sat at the top with a four and 0 record,  and the Burnaby Elite sat above the Capilano’s in fourth place.  Thus the winner of today  matches in the First  Division  would be playing for the league championships and a first place spot in the play offs with one game remaining. In the Third Division Capilano still have three games remaining.   Meanwhile, in the Elite Division, a win would give the team a chance to finish in third place 
Everyone in the Lower Mainland woke to blue skies and near record temperatures -  perfect for a Fall rugby day.  A few years ago on this day, the Capilano Third’s had Mr. T of A-team fame play a great game for the club.  Sadly it was not to happen today,  although later Saturday evening I’m told that  most of the known super heroes of the world would bepartying at the club. 
 The third team game was great to watch as the two teams wanted to play completely different styles of play. The Capilano’s wanted to move the ball from one side to the other using hot hands  and mobility as their tactic and key to  success.   Burnaby on the other hand wanted to play just the opposite -  keeping the ball tucked inside a maul.  Slowly moving the ball down field was just fine with Burnaby.  Problem is the law of averages dictates that given time,  a maul will collapse or someone will drop the ball etc.  The Caps ran away with this game which was called after Burnaby ended the scoring at 43-12 in favour of the men from the North Shore.
The First Division was to see the two top teams in the standing, both sitting at a perfect 4 and 0. Like Every club at this time of year has some injuries, but no one expected this to be a lopsided game. The Caps struck within the first minute and did not let up the pressure.  By half time the score was 55-0 and the Capilanos started to use its very deep bench. By the end of the day the Cap side had won by  80-0, with Levi Broadland counting four tries in the match. Even though the game was not close,  credit to Burnaby for always keeping it clean and never throwing in the towel. On a side note the Cap First Division side is now averaging over 58 points a game while keeping the points against down to just over two a game.
There was talk on the day that the club might be better off placing two First  Division sides in the Coulter league and pulling out of the CDI all together. Clearly the Capilano Second  XV would be more than competitive at this level,  and the clubs revenue would be greatly enhanced by such a move. Something has to be done in order to get closer games. 
The great thing about the Academy Programme is that you can see that the players have improved each week,  and the logic of the Academy is paying off.  One only has to look at the scoring table to see signs of the improvement.  Almost all are under 23 but for two veterans,  one being Calgary raised Rob Scott who converted  from back row to uber mobile front row.  It is great to watch others take charge. Yesterday I watched Connor Christopher dress down a team mate for not playing the game brand the young Caps are going with. With youth and fitness on their side,  they are now gaining experience at the highest level. These players are playing with confidence and take to the field knowing they can win. The Caps took points wherever they could and were up 13 to 0 with a nice try by young Canada Matt Yanagiya at #9.   Burnaby were able to keep the game close for the most part and rallied and got their own try. At one point the score was 16-12 for the Caps but that was as close as it would get.  The visitors added more pressure to the home side while keeping up its superb defense to finish with a 37-12 victory.  This moves them into 4th place overall with a chance to finish in second. 
Congratulations on Alan Tynan finally getting his first game refereeing at this level and hopefully he will soon be a fixture at the top levels.
Match Report by Craig Slay.


