CAPILANO MATCH REPORT.

VRU ELITE DIVISION

Capilano 18  UBCOB Ravens 10

VRU FIRST DIVISION

Capilano   17  UBCOB Ravens 5
VRU THIRD DIVISION

Kats 0  Capilano 43.

Well thank God for the bonus point system or we might have had to get Isaac Newton, Johanne Gauss, Archimedes  as well as several other Math specialists working hard at trying to figure out who finished in first in the Elite league of the Lower Mainland. Four teams have a four and two record with A beating B, B was beaten by C , A was beaten by C and so on. Many individuals from around the League don't like the Fall format and find many faults with the system. 


That said, in this forma,t the Capilano’s managed to develop many younger players and bleed them against others first team sides. Yes, the Under 23 Academy side started slow but they finished very strong and the positive growth of these players has added greater strength to a  strong club. Every one knows, that for some clubs, the Elite team will be not look like the Premier teams they field in a short two months time. The Meraloma’s for example had roughly  six players with the BC Bears during the first half. Capilano’s also were missing players to BC, and as an added factor, there were many other premier players that were taking time off  in the first half for one reason or another.

 

When one talks about the depth of clubs,  the Capilano’s must beincluded in the conversation. Last May, the North Shore club, had four of its five teams in the BCRU finals. At the start of this season, a decision was made to field  a predominantly Under 23 Elite side that finished in second place. The Capilano second side has finished in first place with more than double the points of  the second place finisher. The North Shore club’s third team has not lost a game and just put a 43-0 win over the Independent Third Division BC Champions ,the Kats, and with two home games left  are hoping to finish the league in first place as well. 
In play this last weekend the Cap Third’s, in horrible weather, had to play away from the two senior sides and the warmth of Klahanieto take on the powerful Kats. The very young Capilano’s were too fast for the Kats and through heavy rain managed to run in try after try. They finished the day with a 43 – 0 shut out over the Green machine. It has been many years since the Kats not only lost at home but were shut out on the score board. The Back row play was pointed out as a key piece of the success on the day. 
Back on the North Shore the rains pounded on the Second Fifteen’s game and made for less than perfect rugby. Congratulations should go out to the Ravens who have built a second team, and although they lost,  they held the Capilano scoring machine down to under 20 points. The Ravens second team are having their best season in years. 
With great timing, the rain eased off just in time for the Elite players to take to the field. The Ravens, who have had only one loss this year in a very close match, were playing some great defence throughout the game. The young Capilano side had the bulk of the play, but were testing themselves with forward passes and knock-ons. The home side were up three to  nothing and pressing, when a couple of forwards posing as backs had a slow pass intercepted,  and after a 70 meter chase found themselves down 7 -3 to the Ravens. Needing a win, the Caps spinning the ball found a large overlap, and the teams kicker and full back. Dave Hilborn, ran over for what may have been the tying try. Dave ran past one defender in the in goal area to get closer to the goal line before he touched the ball down.  However, he was unlucky in his attempt at goal and the club was short at 10-8 with the Ravnes ahead.  With perhaps ten minutes left,  the Caps were rewarded a penalty out on the forty towards the sideline. Hilborn gave it another shot and slotted the ball right down the middle to put the Caps up 11-10.  With most of the play going in the direction of the Ravens goal most on the sidelines thought that would be the final score. But, with basically no time left on the clock the Ravens made the same mistake as the Capilano’s had in the first half.  They telegraphed a pass only to see it intercepted by the Caps who ran in the final try, and with it, the end of the Ravens chance of first place by virtue of the needed bonus point.  Final score 18-10. 
Report by Craig Slay.
